
Cities and communities are increasingly taking centre stage in advancing child rights 
and are crucial drivers in building the sustainable, child-friendly cities of tomorrow.

We, mayors and city leaders from around the globe, gathered at the first Child Friendly 
Cities Summit in Cologne, Germany, on 17–18 October 2019 to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the growing commitment 
to improving the lives, opportunities and well-being of every child through the Child 
Friendly Cities Initiative.

We welcome the Child Friendly Cities Manifesto, presented by child and youth 
representatives from child-friendly cities and beyond at the Summit.

We recognize that the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) go hand in hand and that children’s rights cannot be 
realized without the successful implementation of the SDGs and vice versa.

We declare our commitment to implementing the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child for every child together with all relevant stakeholders within our cities and 
communities to ensure comprehensive solutions and fulfilment of the Convention.

We commit to implementing the Child Friendly Cities Initiative and ensuring that every 
child and young person enjoys their full potential through equal realization of their 
rights within their cities and communities, by reaching the following goals:

1. Every child and young person is valued, respected and treated fairly within their 
communities and by local authorities;

2. Every child and young person has their voice, needs and priorities heard and 
considered in public laws, policies, budgets and decisions affecting them;

3. Every child and young person has access to quality essential services (including 
health care, education, nutrition support, early childhood development, justice and 
family support); 

4. Every child and young person lives in a safe, healthy and clean environment;
5. Every child and young person has opportunities to enjoy family life, play and 

leisure.

The Cologne Child Friendly Cities 
Mayors’ Declaration 



To realize these goals, we are particularly committed to:
• Demonstrating concrete, sustainable and measurable results for children;
• Advancing meaningful and inclusive child participation;
• Eliminating discrimination against children and young people in policies and 

actions. 

We call on national and sub-national authorities to support cities and communities in 
their commitment to becoming child-friendly by ensuring that every child and young 
person reaches their full potential through equal realization of their rights within their 
cities and communities.

We call on all stakeholders that directly and indirectly have an impact on the lives of 
children and young people, including the United Nations family, the private sector, civil 
society organizations, unions, academia and the media, to respect and support the 
rights and well-being of children in fulfilling their respective roles and mandates.

Adopted unanimously on 18 October 2019 in Cologne, Germany, and declared by the 
Mayor of Cologne, Henriette Reker, and mayors and leaders of the following cities and 
communities:

Dominik Diezi, Mayor of Arbon

Antonio Francés Pérez, Mayor of Alcoy

Gulnar Khojabergenova,  
Director of Education Dept. of Almaty

Wolfgang Moegerle, Mayor of Algermissen

Henriette Reker, Mayor of Cologne

Ali Faraj Okasha, Mayor of Al Bawanis

Rosa Melchor Quiralte, Mayor of Alcazar de San Juan 

Shuichiro Oikawa, Mayor of Abira



Sarah Merry, Councillor, CardiffKaba Condé, Mayor of Baro

Isabel Guerra, Councillor, Cascais

Sungmoo Huh, Mayor of Changwon

Liao Jianhua, Deputy Mayor of Changsha

Khalid Belisle, Mayor of Belmopan

Volodymyr Mitsuk, Mayor of Bilozirska

D. Juan Mari Aburto Rique, Mayor of Bilbao

Mihail Costel, Mayor of BrasovSe Huyn Oh, Mayor of Asan

Keo-don Oh, Mayor of Busan

Marcos Espinoza, Mayor of Carabayllo

Jung Hyun Park, Mayor of Buyao

Hannes Heide, Mayor of Bad Ischl

Ada Colau, Mayor of Barcelona

Alejandro Char Chaljub, Mayor of Barranquilla

David Longstaff, Councillor, Barnet, London

Edmond Gharios, Mayor of Chiyah



El Hadj Thierno Amadou Diallo, Mayor of Daramagnaki

Fatouma Awaleh Osman, Mayor of Djibouti

Patrick Kunkel, Mayor of Eltville

Wojciech Szczurek, Mayor of Gdynia

Imjune Kang, Mayor of Gunsan

Paula Oliveira, Councillor, Guimaraes

Me-Kyung Kim, Mayor of Eunpyeong-gu, Seoul

Maria José Valle, Mayor of El Casar

Ingo Appé, Mayor of Ferlach

Madalena Nunes, Councillor, Funchal

Gyum Soo Park, Mayor of Gangbuk-gu, Seoul

Hyun-song Ro, Mayor of Gangseo-gu, SeoulDongjin Lee, Mayor of Dobong-gu, Seoul

Camara A. Barry , Mayor of Daralabe

Mavsuma Muini, Deputy Mayor of Dushanbe

Jari Kesäniemi, Mayor of Forssa

Gil-hyeong Cho, Mayor of Chungju

Sylvie Beauregard, Mayor of Cowansville



Dr. Godratollah Norouzi, Mayor of Isfahan

Claire Guichard on behalf of Andrè Santini,  
Mayor of Issy les Moulineaux

Sylvester Turner, Mayor of Houston

Sung Lee, Mayor of Guro-gu, Seoul

Sun-gab Kim, Mayor of Gwangjin-gu, Seoul

Aboubacar Bangoura, Mayor of Koba

Ibrahima Kollet Balde, Mayor of Kollet

Nemat Uulu Zhainak, Vice Mayor, Kochor-ata

Ármann Kr. Ólafsson, Mayor of Kópavogur

Aminata Touré, Mayor of Kaloum

Anna Ragén, Mayor of Karlskoga

Timo Kenakkala, Mayor of Hämeenlinna

Abdirahman Mohamed Ayidid, Mayor of Hargeisa

Hyun-bok Jung, Mayor of Gwangyang

Jongsung Jeong, Mayor of Jangheung

Young-jong Kim, Mayor of Jongno-gu, Seoul

Doo Hee Park, Vice Mayor of Hoengseong

Doo Hee Park, Mayor of Hwangseong



Mika Sivula, Mayor of Lohja

Manuel Domínguez González, Mayor of Los Realejos

Carlos Fernandez Bielsa, Mayor of Mislata

Alen Buyevich,  
Head of the Council of Deputies, Novopolotsk

Oleksandr Korinnyi, Mayor of Novoukrainka

Alla Galushko, Deputy Mayor of Mogilev

Maria Kindirenko, Head of Education, Minsk

Sonia Kerangueven,  Deputy Mayor of Montpellier

Gen Nakagawa, Mayor of Nara

Kenya Satayama, Mayor of Niseko

Eero Väätäinen, Mayor of NokiaJosé Luis Martínez-Almeida, Mayor of Madrid

Ronnie Moretti, Head of Economic Develp.,Locarno

José Luis Labrador Vioque,  
Mayor of Manzanares El Real

Stephanie Watt, Councillor, Montréal

Kimmo Jarva, Mayor of Lappeenranta

Heidi Rämö, Mayor of Lempäälä

Sotiraq Filo, Mayor of Korca



Matteo Biffoni, Mayor of Prato

Norbert Seidl, Mayor of PuchheimMichael Heil, Mayor of Oestrich-Winkel

D. Tomás Villarrubia Lázaro, Mayor of Orgaz

Päivi Laajala, Mayor of Oulu

Liel Even-Zohar, Vice Mayor of Rishon LeZion

Maria Kaiser Eberle, Mayor of Ruggell

Esko Lotvonen, Mayor of Rovaniemi

Jorma Rasinmäki, Mayor of Seinäjoki

Werner Schumacher, Mayor of Rekingen

Luca Wilhelm Prayon, Mayor of RemchingenJorge Alberto Campos Astrua, 
 Mayor of Paraquellos de Jarama

Conxa García Ferrer, Mayor of Picassent

Alfredo Canteli Fernandez, Mayor of Oviedo

Geraldo Julio de Mello Filho, Mayor of Recife

Gertrud Maltz-Schwarzfischer, Mayor of  Regensburg

Aino-Maija Luukkonen, Mayor of Pori

Igor Marentic, Mayor of Postojna

Conxa García Ferrer



Soo Mi Eun, Mayor of Seongnam

Won Soon Park, Mayor of Seoul

Erion Veliaj, Mayor of Tirana

Alfredo Garcia Plata, Mayor of Torrelodones

Hirotoshi Wako, Mayor of Tomiya

Hesham Hashmi Omar Yousef,  
Deputy Mayor of Sooq Al-Juma’a

Agneta Hansson, Deputy Mayor of Skellefteå

Joé Deslauriers, Mayor of St. Donat

Sandro Zehner, Mayor of Taunusstein

Sophio Khuntsaria, Deputy Mayor of Tbilisi

Benoit Lauzon, Mayor of Thurso

Yihuan Wu, Deputy Mayor of Shenzhen

Seung-ro Lee, Mayor of Seongbuk-gu, Seoul

Byoung Taek Lim, Mayor of Siheung

Fritz Kuhn, Mayor of Stuttgart

Morigbé Camara, Mayor of Sengbédou

Jae Hyun Lee, Mayor of Seo-gu, Incheon

Andreas Fredrich, Mayor of Senftenberg



Wolfgang Dietz, Mayor of Weil am Rhein

Anna Katharina Horst, Mayor of Weilerswist

Racha El Sankari, Councillor, Tripoli

Minna Arve, Mayor of Turku

Maria Isabelle Climaco, Mayor of ZamboangaSerik Zhenisov, 
 Deputy Akim of Ust-Kamenogorsk

Hector Troyano Navarro, Mayor of Vilamarxant

Sang Don Kim, Mayor of Uiwang

Wook-hyeon Jang, Mayor of  Yeongju

Valentin Blaschitz, Mayor of  Völkermarkt

Helge Zychlinski, Mayor of Wedemark

Baracskai Alairas, Mayor of Zalaszentgrót

Su-young Kim, Mayor of Yangcheong’gu, Seoul 


